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The Nature Preserve
Jam es Branch  
Water Trail (3.8 m i.) Trap Pond

Water Trail (1.3 m i.)

Th e desig nation of “N ature Preserve” is th e h ig h est level of land
protection afforded by th e State of Delaw are.  Th ese lands are rare
and often frag ile env ironm ents th at represent som e of Delaw are’s
m ost im portant natural h ab itats.  Th e N ature Preserve desig nation
prov ides a m eans to protect and conserve Delaw are’s im portant
natural h eritage w h ile g uaranteeing its existence for future
generations.
Situated betw een Trap Pond State Park and th e tow n of Laurel,
Delaw are, th e 685-acre Jam es Branch  N ature Preserve is th e largest
of th e state’s 27 N ature Preserves.  Th e first of nine separate tracts
of land w as dedicated in 1985, w ith  th e latest addition officially
dedicated in 2005.  Th e Jam es Branch  N ature Preserve is h om e to
th e oldest-g row th  and g reatest concentration of baldcypress
rem aining in Delaw are.  Canoeing and kayaking th e Jam es Branc h
Water Trail are secondary activ ities; preservation of th e natural
resources is th e prim ary land m anagem ent responsib ility of th e
Div ision of Parks and Recreation.

Jam es Branc h  offers one of th e m ost spectacular canoe trails in th e First
State.  Peace of m ind and a sense of w ilderness aw ait th e intrepid paddler.
Th e pointy “knees,” flared bases and tow ering h eig h ts of th e g reatest
concentration of old-g row th  cypress in th e state create a feeling of
seclusion along th is spectacular w ater trail.  One im pressive “old-tim er”
know n as “Th e Patriarc h ” is m ore th an 500 years old.  Fallen log s, both
sub m erged and above th e w ater’s surface, present nav igational ch allenges
and contrib ute to th e sense of w ilderness.
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The James Branch Water Trail

Th e Water Trail can be accessed off of Hitch  Pond Road or at th e Records
Pond boat launch .  Due to th e leng th  of th e trail and som e nav igational
h azards, th e Jam es Branc h  Water Trail is recom m ended for intermediate to
advanced paddlers.  Paddlers w ill encounter dow ned trees, low -h ang ing
b ranch es and both  floating and sub m erged log s.  Th e trail is best suited for
spring tim e excursions or during tim es of h ig h  w ater levels. Sh allow  w ater
levels, typical in th e sum m ertim e, m ake com pleting th e entire trail difficult.
Contact th e park office for th e latest inform ation about w ater conditions.
Please respect th e frag ile and rare h ab itats th roug h out th e N ature Preserve
so th at w e m ay protect th em  for future generations.

Paddling the Water Trail

Paddling Checklist
File a Float Plan
Life Jacket
Map and Com pass
GPS (recom m ended)
Bailer or Bilge Pum p
Extra Paddle

First Aid Kit
Dry Bag w ith  Extra Cloth ing
Sunscreen and Bug Repellent
Cell Ph one
Plenty of Drinking Water
(one gallon/person day)

Jam es Branch  
N ature Preserve
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